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The Economy As An Evolving Complex System II
Language complexity has recently attracted considerable attention from linguists
of many different persuasions. This volume  a thematic selection of papers from
the conference Approaches to Complexity in Language, held in Helsinki, August
2005  is the first collection of articles devoted to the topic. The sixteen chapters
of the volume approach the notion of language complexity from a variety of
perspectives. The papers are divided into three thematic sections that reflect the
central themes of the book: Typology and theory, Contact and change, Creoles and
pidgins. The book is mainly intended for typologists, historical linguists, contact
linguists and creolists, as well as all linguists interested in language complexity in
general. As the first collective volume on a very topical theme, the book is
expected to be of lasting interest to the linguistic community.

Complexity Perspectives on Language, Communication and
Society
The concepts of evolution and complexity theory have become part of the
intellectual ether permeating the life sciences, the social and behavioral sciences,
and, more recently, management science and economics. In this book, John E.
Mayfield elegantly synthesizes core concepts from multiple disciplines to offer a
new approach to understanding how evolution works and how complex organisms,
structures, organizations, and social orders can and do arise based on information
theory and computational science. Intended for the intellectually adventuresome,
this book challenges and rewards readers with a nuanced understanding of
evolution and complexity that offers consistent, durable, and coherent
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explanations for major aspects of our life experiences. Numerous examples
throughout the book illustrate evolution and complexity formation in action and
highlight the core function of computation lying at the work's heart.

The Origin of Wealth
This book presents a challenge to the widely-held assumption that human
languages are both similar and constant in their degree of complexity. For a
hundred years or more the universal equality of languages has been a tenet of
faith among most anthropologists and linguists. It has been frequently advanced as
a corrective to the idea that some languages are at a later stage of evolution than
others. It also appears to be an inevitable outcome of one of the central axioms of
generative linguistic theory: that the mental architecture of language is fixed and
is thus identical in all languages and that whereas genes evolve languages do not.
Language Complexity as an Evolving Variable reopens the debate. Geoffrey
Sampson's introductory chapter re-examines and clarifies the notion and
theoretical importance of complexity in language, linguistics, cognitive science,
and evolution. Eighteen distinguished scholars from all over the world then look at
evidence gleaned from their own research in order to reconsider whether
languages do or do not exhibit the same degrees and kinds of complexity. They
examine data from a wide range of times and places. They consider the links
between linguistic structure and social complexity and relate their findings to the
causes and processes of language change. Their arguments are frequently
controversial and provocative; their conclusions add up to an important challenge
to conventional ideas about the nature of language. The authors write readably
and accessibly with no recourse to unnecessary jargon. This fascinating book will
appeal to all those interested in the interrelations between human nature, culture,
and language.

Complexity in Language
AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER!! Named a Best Book of 2019 by TIME,
Amazon, and The Washington Post A Wired Must-Read Book of Summer "Gretchen
McCulloch is the internet's favorite linguist, and this book is essential reading.
Reading her work is like suddenly being able to see the matrix." --Jonny Sun,
author of everyone's a aliebn when ur a aliebn too Because Internet is for anyone
who's ever puzzled over how to punctuate a text message or wondered where
memes come from. It's the perfect book for understanding how the internet is
changing the English language, why that's a good thing, and what our online
interactions reveal about who we are. Language is humanity's most spectacular
open-source project, and the internet is making our language change faster and in
more interesting ways than ever before. Internet conversations are structured by
the shape of our apps and platforms, from the grammar of status updates to the
protocols of comments and @replies. Linguistically inventive online communities
spread new slang and jargon with dizzying speed. What's more, social media is a
vast laboratory of unedited, unfiltered words where we can watch language evolve
in real time. Even the most absurd-looking slang has genuine patterns behind it.
Internet linguist Gretchen McCulloch explores the deep forces that shape human
language and influence the way we communicate with one another. She explains
how your first social internet experience influences whether you prefer "LOL" or
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"lol," why ~sparkly tildes~ succeeded where centuries of proposals for irony
punctuation had failed, what emoji have in common with physical gestures, and
how the artfully disarrayed language of animal memes like lolcats and doggo made
them more likely to spread.

How Language Began: The Story of Humanity's Greatest
Invention
The three well known revolutions of the past centuries - the Copernican, the
Darwinian and the Freudian - each in their own way had a deflating and
mechanizing effect on the position of humans in nature. They opened up a richness
of disillusion: earth acquired a more modest place in the universe, the human body
and mind became products of a long material evolutionary history, and human
reason, instead of being the central, immaterial, locus of understanding, was
admitted into the theater of discourse only as a materialized and frequently out-ofcontrol actor. Is there something objectionable to this picture? Formulated as such,
probably not. Why should we resist the idea that we are in certain ways, and to
some degree, physically, biologically or psychically determined? Why refuse to
acknowledge the fact that we are materially situated in an ever evolving world?
Why deny that the ways of inscription (traces of past events and processes) are codeterminative of further "evolutionary pathways"? Why minimize the idea that
each intervention, of each natural being, is temporally and materially situated, and
has, as such, the inevitable consequence of changing the world? The point is,
however, that there are many, more or less radically different, ways to consider
the "mechanization" of man and nature. There are, in particular, many ways to get
the message of "material and evolutionary determination", as well as many levels
at which this determination can be thought of as relevant or irrelevant.

The Social Origins of Language
This book is the first to provide a comprehensive survey of the computational
models and methodologies used for studying the evolution and origin of language
and communication. Comprising contributions from the most influential figures in
the field, it presents and summarises the state-of-the-art in computational
approaches to language evolution, and highlights new lines of development.
Essential reading for researchers and students in the fields of evolutionary and
adaptive systems, language evolution modelling and linguistics, it will also be of
interest to researchers working on applications of neural networks to language
problems. Furthermore, due to the fact that language evolution models use multiagent methodologies, it will also be of great interest to computer scientists working
on multi-agent systems, robotics and internet agents.

The Oxford Handbook of Language Evolution
In recent years, there has been a new interest in evaluating complex structures in
languages. The implications of such studies are varied, e.g., the distinction
between supposedly more complex and less complex languages, how complexity
relates to human knowledge of language, and the role of the reduction or increase
of complexity in language change and creolization. This book focuses on the latter
Page 3/14

Access Free Language Complexity As An Evolving Variable Oxford Studies
In The Evolution Of Language
issue, but the conclusions presented here hold of typological complexity in general.
The chapters in this book show that the notion of complexity as conceived of in
linguistics mainly centres on the outer manifestations of language (e.g., numbers
of affixes). This exercise is useful in establishing the patterning of languages in
terms of their degrees of analyticity or synthesis, but it fails to address the
properties of the inner rules of these grammars, and how these relate to the
computational system that governs the human language capacity. Put simply,
issues of complexity should not be equated with the complexity observed in
surface patterns of grammars alone."

The Evolution of Human Language
Current Work and Open Problems: A Road-Map for Research into the Emergence of
Communication and Language Chrystopher L. Nehaniv, Caroline Lyon, and Angelo
Cangelosi 1.1. Introduction This book brings together work on the emergence of
communication and language from researchers working in a broad array of
scientific paradigms in North America, Europe, Japan and Africa. We hope that its
multi-disciplinary approach will encourage cross-fertilization and promote further
advances in this active research field. The volume draws on diverse disciplines,
including linguistics, psychology, neuroscience, ethology, anthropology, robotics,
and computer science. Computational simulations of the emergence of phenomena
associated with communication and language play a key role in illuminating some
of the most significant issues, and the renewed scientific interest in language
emergence has benefited greatly from research in Artificial Intelligence and
Cognitive Science. The book starts with this road map chapter by the editors,
pointing to the ways in which disparate disciplines can inform and stimulate each
other. It examines the role of simulations as a novel way to express theories in
science, and their contribution to the development of a new approach to the study
of the emergence of communication and language. We will also discuss and collect
the most promising directions and grand challenge problems for future research.
The present volume, is organized into three parts: I. Empirical Investi- tions on
Human Language, II. Synthesis and Simulation of Communication and Language in
Artificial Systems, and III. Insights from Animal Communication.

Building Evolutionary Architectures
The way language as a human faculty has evolved is a question that preoccupies
researchers from a wide spread of disciplines. In this book, a team of writers has
been brought together to examine the evolution of language from a variety of such
standpoints, including language's genetic basis, the anthropological context of its
appearance, its formal structure, its relation to systems of cognition and thought,
as well as its possible evolutionary antecedents. The book includes Hauser,
Chomsky, and Fitch's seminal and provocative essay on the subject, 'The Faculty of
Language,' and charts the progress of research in this active and highly
controversial field since its publication in 2002. This timely volume will be
welcomed by researchers and students in a number of disciplines, including
linguistics, evolutionary biology, psychology, and cognitive science.

Why Only Us
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The book presents new and stimulating approaches to the study of language
evolution and considers their implications for future research. Leading scholars
from linguistics, primatology, anthroplogy, and cognitive science consider how
language evolution can be understood by means of inference from the study of
linked or analogous phenomena in language, animal behaviour, genetics,
neurology, culture, and biology. In their introduction the editors show how these
approaches can be interrelated and deployed together through their use of
comparable forms of inference and the similar conditions they place on the use of
evidence. The Evolutionary Emergence of Language will interest everyone
concerned with this intriguing and important subject, including those in linguistics,
biology, anthropology, archaeology, neurology, and cognitive science.

Emergence of Communication and Language
How does human language work? How do we put ideas into words that others can
understand? Can linguistics shed light on the way the brain operates? Foundations
of Language puts linguistics back at the centre of the search to understand human
consciousness. Ray Jackendoff begins by surveying the developments in linguistics
over the years since Noam Chomsky's Aspects of the Theory of Syntax. He goes on
to propose a radical re-conception of how the brain processes language. This opens
up vivid new perspectives on every major aspect of language and communication,
including grammar, vocabulary, learning, the origins of human language, and how
language relates to the real world. Foundations of Language makes important
connections with other disciplines which have been isolated from linguistics for
many years. It sets a new agenda for close cooperation between the study of
language, mind, the brain, behaviour, and evolution.

Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language
There are approximately six thousand languages on Earth today, each a
descendant of the tongue first spoken by Homo sapiens some 150,000 years ago.
While laying out how languages mix and mutate over time, linguistics professor
John McWhorter reminds us of the variety within the species that speaks them, and
argues that, contrary to popular perception, language is not immutable and
hidebound, but a living, dynamic entity that adapts itself to an ever-changing
human environment. Full of humor and imaginative insight, The Power of Babel
draws its illustrative examples from languages around the world, including pidgins,
Creoles, and nonstandard dialects.

Language Complexity as an Evolving Variable
How Language Began revolutionizes our understanding of the one tool that has
allowed us to become the "lords of the planet." Mankind has a distinct advantage
over other terrestrial species: we talk to one another. But how did we acquire the
most advanced form of communication on Earth? Daniel L. Everett, a “bombshell”
linguist and “instant folk hero” (Tom Wolfe, Harper’s), provides in this sweeping
history a comprehensive examination of the evolutionary story of language, from
the earliest speaking attempts by hominids to the more than seven thousand
languages that exist today. Although fossil hunters and linguists have brought us
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closer to unearthing the true origins of language, Daniel Everett’s discoveries have
upended the contemporary linguistic world, reverberating far beyond academic
circles. While conducting field research in the Amazonian rainforest, Everett came
across an age-old language nestled amongst a tribe of hunter-gatherers.
Challenging long-standing principles in the field, Everett now builds on the theory
that language was not intrinsic to our species. In order to truly understand its
origins, a more interdisciplinary approach is needed—one that accounts as much
for our propensity for culture as it does our biological makeup. Language began,
Everett theorizes, with Homo Erectus, who catalyzed words through culturally
invented symbols. Early humans, as their brains grew larger, incorporated gestures
and voice intonations to communicate, all of which built on each other for 60,000
generations. Tracing crucial shifts and developments across the ages, Everett
breaks down every component of speech, from harnessing control of more than a
hundred respiratory muscles in the larynx and diaphragm, to mastering the use of
the tongue. Moving on from biology to execution, Everett explores why elements
such as grammar and storytelling are not nearly as critical to language as one
might suspect. In the book’s final section, Cultural Evolution of Language, Everett
takes the ever-debated “language gap” to task, delving into the chasm that
separates “us” from “the animals.” He approaches the subject from various
disciplines, including anthropology, neuroscience, and archaeology, to reveal that
it was social complexity, as well as cultural, physiological, and neurological
superiority, that allowed humans—with our clawless hands, breakable bones, and
soft skin—to become the apex predator. How Language Began ultimately explains
what we know, what we’d like to know, and what we likely never will know about
how humans went from mere communication to language. Based on nearly forty
years of fieldwork, Everett debunks long-held theories by some of history’s
greatest thinkers, from Plato to Chomsky. The result is an invaluable study of what
makes us human.

Evolutionary Systems
Leading scholars present critical accounts of every aspect of the field, including
work in animal behaviour; anatomy, genetics and neurology; the prehistory of
language; the development of our uniquely linguistic species; and language
creation, transmission, and change.

Figments of Reality
A new view of the economy as an evolving, complex system has been pioneered at
the Santa Fe Institute over the last ten years, This volume is a collection of articles
that shape and define this view?a view of the economy as emerging from the
interactions of individual agents whose behavior constantly evolves, whose
strategies and actions are always adapting.The traditional framework in economics
portrays activity within an equilibrium steady state. The interacting agents in the
economy are typically homogenous, solve well-defined problems using perfect
rationality, and act within given legal and social structures. The complexity
approach, by contrast, sees economic activity as continually changing?continually
in process. The interacting agents are typically heterogeneous, they must
cognitively interpret the problems they face, and together they create the
structures?markets, legal and social institutions, price patters, expectations?to
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which they individually react. Such structures may never settle down. Agents may
forever adapt and explore and evolve their behaviors within structures that
continually emerge and change and disappear?structures these behaviors cocreate. This complexity approach does not replace the equilibrium one?it
complements it.The papers here collected originated at a recent conference at the
Santa Fe Institute, which was called to follow up the well-known 1987 SFI
conference organized by Philip Anderson, Kenneth Arrow, and David Pines. They
survey the new study of complexity and the economy. They apply this approach to
real economic problems and they show the extent to which the initial vision of the
1987 conference has come to fruition.

The Power of Babel
Here, the author examines gossip as a form of 'verbal grooming', and as a means
of strengthening relationships. He challenges the idea that language developed
during male activities such as hunting, and that it was actually amongst women
that it evolved.

Language Evolution
This book gives an interdisciplinary perspective on how the language use is shaped
by and evolves with human society and how in turn social activities are
constructed by the way how language is organized and communicated. With a
contribution from multiple neighboring scientific disciplines, this book characterizes
fundamental mechanisms, represents wide applications, and introduces state-ofthe-art approaches in the modern sociolinguistic research. Three unique questions
are asked and addressed by eight independent chapters: (1) the diversity and
dynamics of the language use in multilingualism, human development, and
organizational change; (2) the application of linguistic analysis to society, policy
planning, and health education; and (3) the new approaches to sociolinguistics
with an emphasis on communicative and cognitive aspects of language use.

Complex Processes in New Languages
"A work of enormous breadth, likely to pleasantly surprise both general readers
and experts."—New York Times Book Review This revolutionary book provides
fresh answers to long-standing questions of human origins and consciousness.
Drawing on his breakthrough research in comparative neuroscience, Terrence
Deacon offers a wealth of insights into the significance of symbolic thinking: from
the co-evolutionary exchange between language and brains over two million years
of hominid evolution to the ethical repercussions that followed man's newfound
access to other people's thoughts and emotions. Informing these insights is a new
understanding of how Darwinian processes underlie the brain's development and
function as well as its evolution. In contrast to much contemporary neuroscience
that treats the brain as no more or less than a computer, Deacon provides a new
clarity of vision into the mechanism of mind. It injects a renewed sense of
adventure into the experience of being human.

Language Complexity
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This book is about dynamical, social-interactional aspects of the emergence of
complexity in language, explained by linguists, cognitivists, and modelers.

The Economy As An Evolving Complex System
The “language-communication-society” triangle defies traditional scientific
approaches. Rather, it is a phenomenon that calls for an integration of complex,
transdisciplinary perspectives, if we are to make any progress in understanding
how it works. The highly diverse agents in play are not merely cognitive and/or
cultural, but also emotional and behavioural in their specificity. Indeed, the effort
may require building a theoretical and methodological body of knowledge that can
effectively convey the characteristic properties of phenomena in human terms.
New complexity approaches allow us to rethink our limited and mechanistic images
of human societies and create more appropriate emo-cognitive dynamic and
holistic models. We have to enter into dialogue with the complexity views coming
out of other more ‘material’ sciences, but we also need to take steps in the
linguistic and psycho-sociological fields towards creating perspectives and
concepts better fitted to human characteristics. Our understanding of complexity is
different – but not opposed – to the one that is more commonly found in texts
written by people working in physics or computer science, for example. The goal of
this book is to extend the knowledge of these other more ‘human’ or socially
oriented perspectives on complexity, taking account of the language and
communication singularities of human agents in society. Our understanding of
complexity is different – but not opposed – to the one that is more commonly found
in texts written by people working in physics or computer science, for example.
The goal of this book is to extend the knowledge of these other more ‘human’ or
socially oriented perspectives on complexity, taking account of the language and
communication singularities of human agents in society.

Linguistic Nativism and the Poverty of the Stimulus
Language, more than anything else, is what makes us human. It appears that no
communication system of equivalent power exists elsewhere in the animal
kingdom. Any normal human child will learn a language based on rather sparse
data in the surrounding world, while even the brightest chimpanzee, exposed to
the same environment, will not. Why not? How, and why, did language evolve in
our species and not in others? Since Darwin's theory of evolution, questions about
the origin of language have generated a rapidly-growing scientific literature,
stretched across a number of disciplines, much of it directed at specialist
audiences. The diversity of perspectives - from linguistics, anthropology, speech
science, genetics, neuroscience and evolutionary biology - can be bewildering.
Tecumseh Fitch cuts through this vast literature, bringing together its most
important insights to explore one of the biggest unsolved puzzles of human
history.

The Unfolding of Language
Beinhocker has written this work in order to introduce a broad audience to what he
believes is a revolutionary new paradigm in economics and its implications for our
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understanding of the creation of wealth. He describes how the growing field of
complexity theory allows for evolutionary understanding of wealth creation, in
which business designs co-evolve with the evolution of technologies and
organizational innovations. In addition to giving his audience a tour of this field of
complexity economics, he discusses its implications for real-world issues of
business.

The Evolution of Language
The question of complexity, as in what makes one language more 'complex' than
another, is a long-established topic of debate amongst linguists. Recently, this
issue has been complemented with the view that languages are complex adaptive
systems, in which emergence and self-organization play major roles. However, few
students of the phenomenon have gone beyond the basic assessment of the
number of units and rules in a language (what has been characterized as 'bit
complexity') or shown some familiarity with the science of complexity. This book
reveals how much can be learned by overcoming these limitations, especially by
adopting developmental and evolutionary perspectives. The contributors include
specialists of language acquisition, evolution and ecology, grammaticization,
phonology, and modeling, all of whom approach languages as dynamical,
emergent, and adaptive complex systems.

Adaptive Individuals In Evolving Populations
This book should be of immense interest to students of language in general.
Whether they are studying the Malay language in change or researching on the
relationship between language and cognition or indeed delving into aspects of
historical and anthropological linguistics, this book promises to offer many valuable
insights. Throughout the hook, there is an attempt to relate linguistic theory to the
pragmatics of language development.

Language
This book presents a new perspective on the origins of language, and highlights
the key role of social and cultural dynamics in driving language evolution. It
considers, among other questions, the role of gesture in communication, mimesis,
play, dance, and song in extant hunter-gatherer communities, and the time-frame
for language evolution.

Simulating the Evolution of Language
This book is out of a workshop organized to address questions like these. The
meeting was sponsored by the Santa Fe Institute and held at Sol y Sam- bra in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, during July, 1993. It brought together a group of about 20
scientists from the disciplines of biology, psychology, and computer science, all
studying interactions between the evolution of populations and individuals’
adaptations in those populations, and all of whom make some use of
computational tools in their work.
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The Engine of Complexity
The software development ecosystem is constantly changing, providing a constant
stream of new tools, frameworks, techniques, and paradigms. Over the past few
years, incremental developments in core engineering practices for software
development have created the foundations for rethinking how architecture
changes over time, along with ways to protect important architectural
characteristics as it evolves. This practical guide ties those parts together with a
new way to think about architecture and time.

Complexity in Language
At once a pioneering study of evolution and an accessible and lively reading
experience, The Mating Mind marks the arrival of a prescient and provocative new
science writer. Psychologist Geoffrey Miller offers the most convincing–and
radical–explanation for how and why the human mind evolved. Consciousness,
morality, creativity, language, and art: these are the traits that make us human.
Scientists have traditionally explained these qualities as merely a side effect of
surplus brain size, but Miller argues that they were sexual attractors, not side
effects. He bases his argument on Darwin’ s theory of sexual selection, which until
now has played second fiddle to Darwin’ s theory of natural selection, and draws
on ideas and research from a wide range of fields, including psychology,
economics, history, and pop culture. Witty, powerfully argued, and continually
thought-provoking, The Mating Mind is a landmark in our understanding of our own
species.

The Evolutionary Emergence of Language
This book draws on recent developments in research on Ferdinand de Saussure's
general linguistics to challenge the structuralist doctrine associated with the
posthumous Course in General Linguistics (1916) and to develop a new
philosophical interpretation of Saussure's conception of language based solely on
authentic source materials. This project follows two new editorial paradigms: 1. a
critical re-examination of the 1916 Course in light of the relevant sources and 2. a
reclamation of the historically authentic materials from Saussure's Nachlass, some
of them recently discovered. In Stawarska's book, this editorial paradigm shift
serves to expose the difficulties surrounding the official Saussurean doctrine with
its sets of oppositional pairings: the signifier and the signified; la langue and la
parole; synchrony and diachrony. The book therefore puts pressure not only on the
validity of the posthumous editorial redaction of Saussure's course in general
linguistics in the Course, but also on its structuralist and post-structuralist legacy
within the works of Levi-Strauss, Lacan, and Derrida. Its constructive contribution
consists in reclaiming the writings from Saussure's Nachlass in the service of a
linguistic phenomenology, which intersects individual expression in the present
with historically sedimented social conventions. Stawarska develops such a
conception of language by engaging Saussure's own reflections with relevant
writings by Hegel, Husserl, Roman Jakobson, and Merleau-Ponty. Finally, she
enriches her philosophical critique with a detailed historical account of the material
and institutional processes that led to the ghostwriting and legitimizing the Course
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as official Saussurean doctrine.

The Ascent of Babel
In this mind-opening book, Robbins Burling presents the most convincing - and the
most readable - account of the origins of language yet published. He sheds new
light on how language affects the way we think, behave, and relate to each other,
and he gives us a deeper understanding of the nature of language itself. The
author traces language back to its earliest origins among our distant ape-like
forbears several million years ago. He offers a new account of the route by which
we acquired our defining characteristic and explores the changing nature of
language as it developed through the course of our evolution. He considers what
the earliest forms of communication are likely to have been, how they worked, and
why they were deployed. He examines the qualities of mind and brain needed to
support the operations of language and the advantages they offered for survival
and reproduction. He investigates the beginnings and prehistories of vocabulary
and grammar; and connects work in fields extending from linguistics, sign
languages, and psychology to palaeontology, evolutionary biology, and
archaeology. And he does all this in a style that is crystal-clear, constantly
enlivened by wit and humour.

The Blind Watchmaker
Proceedings of the annual meeting of the Society in v. 1-11, 1925-34. After 1934
they appear in Its Bulletin.

Because Internet
This book proceeds from a meeting at the Santa Fe Institute where economists and
physical and biological scientists came together to discuss a conceptual framework
incorporating a more appropriate mathematics with a greatly strengthened
capacity to deal simultaneously with multiple variables, nonlinearity, incomplete
information and dynamical processes.

The Handbook of Language Emergence
Blending the spirit of Eats, Shoots & Leaves with the science of The Language
Instinct, an original inquiry into the development of that most essential-and
mysterious-of human creations: Language Language is mankind's greatest
invention-except, of course, that it was never invented." So begins linguist Guy
Deutscher's enthralling investigation into the genesis and evolution of language. If
we started off with rudimentary utterances on the level of "man throw spear," how
did we end up with sophisticated grammars, enormous vocabularies, and
intricately nuanced degrees of meaning? Drawing on recent groundbreaking
discoveries in modern linguistics, Deutscher exposes the elusive forces of creation
at work in human communication, giving us fresh insight into how language
emerges, evolves, and decays. He traces the evolution of linguistic complexity
from an early "Me Tarzan" stage to such elaborate single-word constructions as the
Turkish sehirlilestiremediklerimizdensiniz ("you are one of those whom we couldn't
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turn into a town dweller"). Arguing that destruction and creation in language are
intimately entwined, Deutscher shows how these processes are continuously in
operation, generating new words, new structures, and new meanings. As
entertaining as it is erudite, The Unfolding of Language moves nimbly from ancient
Babylonian to American idiom, from the central role of metaphor to the staggering
triumph of design that is the Semitic verb, to tell the dramatic story and explain
the genius behind a uniquely human faculty.

The Mating Mind
A Study of the Evolution of the Malay Language
"Our remarkable, species-specific ability to acquire any human language -"the
language faculty"--Raises important biological questions about language, including
how it has evolved. This book by two distinguished scholars-- a computer scientist
and a linguist-- addresses the enduring question of the evolution of language.
Robert Berwick and Noam Chomsky explain that until recently the evolutionary
question could not be properly posed, because we did not have a clear idea of how
to define "language" and therefore what it was that had evolved. But since the
Minimalist Program, developed by Chomsky and others, we know the key
ingredients of language and can put together an account of the evolution of human
language and what distinguished us from all other animals."--

The Talking Ape
Addressing the nature of free will and humanity itself, the authors argue that the
mind, consciousness, and culture have evolved interdependently to create the
human species and show how the mind is constantly adjusting to its environment.
UP.

Foundations of Language
An exploration of the ways in which the mind produces and understands language,
for the general reader who wishes to discover the secret of language.

The Symbolic Species: The Co-evolution of Language and the
Brain
Patiently and lucidly, this Los Angeles Times Book Award and Royal Society of
Literature Heinemann Prize winner identifies the aspects of the theory of evolution
that people find hard to believe and removes the barriers to credibility one by one.
"As readable and vigorous a defense of Darwinism as has been published since
1859".--The Economist.

Saussure's Philosophy of Language as Phenomenology
What is it that makes us human? This is one of the most challenging and important
questions we face. Our species' defining characteristic is language - we appear to
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be unique in the natural world in having such an incredibly open-ended system for
putting thoughts into words. If we are to truly understand ourselves as a species
we must understand the origins of this strange and unique ability. To do so, we
need to answer some of the most intriguing questions in contemporary scientific
research: Where did language come from? How did it evolve? Why are we unique
in possessing it? This book, for the first time, brings together the leading thinkers
who are trying to unlock the puzzle of language evolution. Here we see the latest
ideas and theories from fields as diverse as anthropology, archaeology, artificial
life, biology, cognitive science, linguistics, neuroscience, and psychology. In a
series of seventeen well-written and accessible chapters we get an unrivalled view
of the state of the art in this exciting area. Current controversies are revealed and
new perspectives uncovered, in a clear and readable guide to the latest theories.
This collection marks a major step forward in our quest to understand the origins
and evolution of human language. In doing so it sheds new light on the process of
evolution, the workings of the brain, the structure of language, and - most
importantly - what it means to be human. Language Evolution is essential reading
for researchers and students working in the areas covered, and has been used as a
textbook for courses in the field. It will also attract the general reader who wants to
know more about this fascinating subject.

Sociolinguistics
This unique contribution to the ongoing discussion of language acquisition
considers the Argument from the Poverty of the Stimulus in language learning in
the context of the wider debate over cognitive, computational, and linguistic
issues. Critically examines the Argument from the Poverty of the Stimulus - the
theory that the linguistic input which children receive is insufficient to explain the
rich and rapid development of their knowledge of their first language(s) through
general learning mechanisms Focuses on formal learnability properties of the class
of natural languages, considered from the perspective of several learning theoretic
models The only current book length study of arguments for the poverty of the
stimulus which focuses on the computational learning theoretic aspects of the
problem
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